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THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR

NORTH VS. SOUTH SHOWDOWN

By 1850, America was starting to feel like two different countries: the North and the South. Imagine this—
up North, big cities like Boston were buzzing with factories, machines clanking, and people rushing to work.

Down Southe Life was all about wide-open fields, small towns, and farming.

In the South, cotton was king. Giant cotton plantations stretched as far as the eye could see. These farms
depended on enslaved people to grow and harvest the cotton. Most southerners lived in small towns or
vilages, and cities with over 15,000 people were rare. Life moved slower, centered on farming and family.
Now picture the North—skyscrapers didn't exist yet, but factories ruled the scene. People from farms were
maoving into growing cities to find work. These cities were packed, noisy, and alive with energy. The North
made its money by building and selling goods in factories, not by farming.

This difference in how people lived created a big problem. Northern factory workers and Southern
plantation owners wanted very different things. In 1846, things heated up when Congress passed a new law
lowering tariffs (faxes on goods from other countries). The North hated this law. Higher taxes on imports made
foreign goods more expensive, so people would buy American-made products instead—good news for
Northern factories! But with lower tariffs, Southern plantation owners could buy cheaper goods from countries
like Great Britain, saving money for their farms.

This disagreement over tariffs was just the tip of the iceberg. Northerners and Southerners felt their way of
life was under attack by the other. This feeling of “us vs. them” was called sectionalism. Instead of seeing
themselves as Americans, many started identifying as “Northerners” or “Southermers.” This dangerous division
helped lead to one of the most brutal conflicts in U.S. history—the Civil War,
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AMAZING BATTLES OF THE CIVIL WAR

FORT SUMTER

The Battle of Fort Sumter marked the beginning of the American
Civil War. On April 12, 1861, Confederate forces in South Carolina fired on
Fort Sumter, a Union fort in Charleston Harbor. The fort was manned by Union soldiers but was running
low on supplies. President Abraham Lincoln sent ships to resupply the fort, but before the supplies
could arrive, Confederate General P.G.T. Beauregard ordered his troops to attack. Cannons roared

for 34 hours, and the Union soldiers inside the fort had no way to fight back effectively. Eventually,
they were forced to surrender.

This battle was important because it officially started the Civil War. While no soldiers were killed
during the bombardment, the attack made it clear that the United States was deeply divided. The
Confederate States of America, made up of Southern states that supported slavery, wanted to break
away from the Union. On the other hand, the Union, led by President Lincoln, was determined to
keep the country together. After the fall of Fort Sumter, both the North and the South began
preparing for a long and brutal war,

Fort Sumter's fall was a turning point in American history. The Confederacy celebrated their victory,
but it also united the North. Many people in the Union, who had hoped to avoid war, became
determined to fight to preserve the country. Over the next four years, the Civil War would test the
strength and resolve of the nation. Fort Sumter, though small compared to later battles, will always be
remembered as the place where the Civil War began.

© Tied 2 Teaching




AMAZING BATTLES OF THE CIVIL WAR
FIRST BATTLE OF BULL RUN

The First Battle of Bull Run, also called the First Battle of Manassas,
took place on July 21, 1861, near Manassas Junction, Virginia. This was
the first major battle of the Civil War, and both the Union and the Confederacy believed it would
decide the war quickly. Thousands of people, including civilians from Washington, D.C., tfraveled to
the battlefield to watch the fighting, expecting a quick Union victory.

The Union army, led by General Irvin McDowell, marched to engage the Confederate forces
stationed at Bull Run. The Confederate army, under Generals P.G.T. Beauregard and Joseph E.
Johnston, was ready for a fight. Early in the battle, Union forces seemed to have the upper hand,
pushing the Confederates back. However, the Confederate soldiers, inspired by General Thomas
"Stonewall" Jackson, stood firm. Jackson earned his famous nickname because he and his tfroops
stood like a "stone wall" against the Union attacks.

By the afternoon, Confederate reinforcements arrived, turning the tide of the battle. The Union
forces began to refreat, and what started as an organized withdrawal quickly turned into chaos.
Soldiers and civilians alike fled back to Washington, D.C. The Confederates claimed victory, but the
battle showed both sides that the war would not be over quickly or easily. It also revealed how
unprepared both armies were for a long and bloody conflict.

The First Battle of Bull Run was a wake-up call for the Union and the Confederacy. It marked the
beginning of a war that would last for four long years and cost countless lives. The battle's outcome
proved that both sides needed more training and resources to fight effectively. It was clear that the

Civil War would be much more challenging than anyone had expected. o Tied 2 Teaching




AMAZING BATTLES OF THE CIVIL WAR

BATTLE OF SHILOH

The Battle of Shiloh, also known as the Battle of Pittsburg Landing,
took place on April 6-7, 1862, in southwestern Tennessee. This battle was
one of the bloodiest in the early stages of the Civil War and a major test for both the Union and
Confederate armies. The Union army, led by General Ulysses S. Grant, was camped near the
Tennessee River when Confederate forces, under General Albert Sidney Johnston, launched a
surprise attack.

The first day of the battle was chaotic. The Confederates pushed Union forces back toward the

river, hoping to defeat them before reinforcements arrived. General Johnston was killed during the
fighting, leaving General P.G.T. Beauregard in command of the Confederate troops. Despite their

initial success, the Confederates were unable to deliver a decisive blow. By the evening, Union
reinforcements arrived, strengthening Grant's army.

On the second day, the Union forces counterattacked. They regained the ground lost on the first
day and pushed the Confederates info retreat. The battle ended in a Union victory, but the cost was
high. More than 23,000 soldiers were killed, wounded, or missing—making Shiloh one of the deadliest
battles in American history at the time. The battle showed how brutal and long the Civil War would
be, and it helped establish General Grant as a determined and capable leader.
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AMAZING BATTLES OF THE CIVIL WAR

SECOND BATTLE OF BULL RUN

The Second Battle of Bull Run, also known as the Second Battle R 1
of Manassas, took place from August 28 to August 30, 1862, in northern S ——
Virginia. This battle was a significant victory for the Confederate Army and
marked the end of the Union's summer campaign in Virginia. Confederate General Robert E. Lee
aimed to push Union forces out of Virginia and gain momentum to carry the war into the North.

Union General John Pope commanded the Union forces during the battle. At first, Union troops
engaged Confederate soldiers under General Thomas "Stonewall” Jackson. Jackson used clever
tactics to draw Pope's forces into battle while Lee’s main army, led by General James Longstreet,
prepared a surprise attack. On August 30, Longstreet's forces launched a massive assault that
overwhelmed the Union army, forcing them to retreat.

The Confederate victory at the Second Battle of Bull Run was decisive. It boosted Southern morale
and allowed Lee to begin his first invasion of the North, leading to the Battle of Antietam a few weeks
later. However, the battle came at a cost, with heavy casualties on both sides. The Union suffered
around 14,000 losses, while the Confederacy lost approximately 2,000 soldiers. The battle showed the
strength of Lee’s leadership and the challenges the Union would face in defeating the Confederate
Army.



AMAZING BATTLES OF THE CIVIL WAR

BATTLE OF ANTIETAM

The Battle of Antietam, also called the Battle of Sharpsburg, LB o
took place on September 17, 1862, near Sharpsburg, Maryland, e ——
along Antietam Creek. This battle was the bloodiest single day in American history,
with over 23,000 soldiers killed, wounded, or missing. It was a turning point in the Civil War
because it stopped Confederate General Robert E. Lee’s first invasion of the North and gave
President Abraham Lincoln the confidence to issue the Emancipation Proclamation.

The battle began early in the morning when Union General George McClellan launched an
attack against Lee's army, which was outhumbered but well-positioned. The fighting was
fierce and spread across several key locations, including a cornfield, a sunken road later
called "Bloody Lane," and a stone bridge over Anfietam Creek. The Union forces made gains
but struggled to break through Lee's defenses. By the end of the day, neither side had
achieved a decisive victory, but Lee decided to refreat back to Virginia the next day.

Although the battle was technically a draw, it was a strategic victory for the Union. Lee’s
retfreat ended the Confederate invasion of the North and gave the Union a much-needed
boost in morale. The Battle of Anfietam also gave Lincoln the opportunity to issue the
Emancipation Proclamation, which declared freedom for enslaved people in Confederate
states. This changed the focus of the war, making it not just about preserving the Union but
also about ending slavery.




AMAZING BATTLES OF THE CIVIL WAR
BATTLE OF FREDRICKSBURG

The Battle of Fredericksburg took place from December 11 to
December 15, 1862, in Fredericksburg, Virginia. It was one of the —
most lopsided battles of the Civil War, with the Confederate Army
achieving a decisive victory over the Union forces. The Union Army, led by General Ambrose
Burnside, faced off against Confederate General Robert E. Lee's army, which was well-
positioned on high ground.

General Burnside's plan was to cross the Rappahannock River and attack Lee's forces
quickly. However, delays in building pontoon bridges allowed the Confederates to prepare
strong defenses. When the Union finally launched its attacks, they faced devastating
Confederate fire from well-fortified positions on Marye's Heights, a steep hill overlooking the
battlefield. Wave after wave of Union soldiers charged, only to be driven back with heavy
casualties.

By the end of the battle, the Union had suffered more than 12,000 casualties, while
Confederate losses were around 5,000. The defeat was a major blow to Union morale and
highlighted poor leadership on the Union side. For the Confederacy, the victory boosted
confidence, but it also made clear that the war would be far from easy or short. The Battle of
Fredericksburg is remembered for its intense fighting and the bravery shown by soldiers on
both sides.



AMAZING BATTLES OF THE CIVIL WAR

BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG

The Battle of Gettysburg was one of the most important battles . =
of the Civil War and is often called the turning point of the war. It~ —
took place from July 1 to July 3, 1863, in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

Confederate General Robert E. Lee led his army north, hoping a victory on Union soil would
force the Union to negotiate peace. Union General George Meade led the Army of the
Potomac to stop Lee’s advance.

The battle began on July 1 when Confederate forces clashed with Union soldiers just
outside Gettysburg. By the second day, the fighting had spread to key locations such as Little
Round Top, Cemetery Hill, and Devil's Den. The Union army held strong defensive positions, but
the Confederates fought fiercely. On the third day, Lee ordered a massive attack known as
Pickett's Charge, where thousands of Confederate soldiers tried to break through the Union
lines. The charge failed, and the Confederates suffered devastating losses.

The Union victory at Gettysburg marked a major turning point in the war. Lee’s army was
forced to retreat back to Virginia, and the Confederacy would never again launch a major
invasion of the North. The battle was also one of the deadliest in American history, with over
50,000 soldiers killed, wounded, or missing. Months later, President Abraham Lincoln delivered
the Gettysburg Address, a speech that honored those who had fought and emphasized the
importance of unity and freedom.




AMAZING BATTLES OF THE CIVIL WAR

BATTLE OF VICKSBURG

The Battle of Vicksburg was a crucial turning point in the Civil Vi "M | gy
War. It lasted from May 18 to July 4, 1863, in Vicksburg, Mississippi. e ———
The battle was part of the Union's strategy to gain control of the Mississippi
River and divide the Confederacy. Union General Ulysses S. Grant led the Union forces, while
Confederate General John C. Pemberton commanded the defenders of the city.

General Grant's army surrounded the city of Vicksburg, cutting off supplies and
reinforcements. This strategy, known as a siege, meant that the Union forces didn't attack
directly but waited for the Confederate defenders to run out of food and resources. Life inside
Vicksburg became desperate, as the people and soldiers had little to eat and lived in
constant fear of bombardments. Despite their determination, the Confederates were unable
to break the Union's hold.

On July 4, 1863, after 47 days of siege, the Confederate army at Vicksburg surrendered to
General Grant. The Union victory gave the North complete control of the Mississippi River,
splitting the Confederacy in two and cutting off vital supply lines. This success was a major
blow to the South and strengthened the Union's position in the war. The victory at Vicksburg,
combined with the Union's win at Gettysburg the day before, marked a turning point in the
Civil War.



AMAZING BATTLES OF THE CIVIL WAR
BATTLE OF APPOMATTOX COURT HOUSE

The Battle of Appomattox Court House, fought on April 2, 1865,
was the final major engagement of the Civil War. It marked the
surrender of Confederate General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia to Union General
Ulysses S. Grant. This event effectively ended the Civil War and symbolized the Union'’s victory
over the Confederacy.

After months of fighting and retreating, Lee's army was exhausted, outhnumbered, and
running low on supplies. Trapped by Grant’s forces near the small vilage of Appomattox Court
House in Virginia, Lee realized he had no choice but to surrender. On the morning of April 9,
the Union army launched an attack to block Lee's escape route. By mid-morning, Lee
requested a meeting with Grant to discuss surrender terms.

The two generals met at a nearby farmhouse owned by Wilmer McLean. Grant offered
generous terms of surrender: Confederate soldiers could return home without being punished
and were adllowed to keep their personal belongings and horses. Lee accepted the terms, and
the two men shook hands. After the surrender, Union soldiers saluted the Confederate soldiers
as they laid down their weapons, signaling the end of years of brutal conflict.

The Battle of Appomattox Court House was a pivotal moment in American history. It
marked the beginning of the country's recovery and the end of the Confederacy's fight to
secede. Although the war was over, the challenge of rebuilding the nation lay ahead.



